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virtue of the vis insita. Now that tangent may be
a straight line perfectly different from the straight
line in which the planet was projected, and must be so
if the vis centrifeta ceases at any other point of the
orbit except where the planet was first projected. And
it may also be in a very different direction ; for it may
not be parallel to it, but perpendicular or oblique. So
that here we have the planet finding out a new path
for itself, in a straight line quite different from the line
of original projection, and even in a different direction.

Now it is impossible that this can be the consequence
of the impulse in the original line of projection, but
must be produced by a vis insita, by which the body
is naturally and necessarily disposed to move in a straight
line in whatever direction the motion is begun, and
whether by body or mind. Mr Playfair does not
deny that body may be moved by mind as well as by
this vis insita^ but on the contrary he asserts that all
motion began originally by Mind, though he says that
if it be begun by bodily impulse, it will go in a straight
line without mind. But suppose the motion of the
planet is not begun by bodily impulse, but by mind ;
still he says the motion will be carried on without
mind by the vis insita. He admits however that the
motion may not only be begun by mind, but carried
on by its continual energy. Even in that case he
asserts that if the energy of mind should cease, the
motion would still go on by the vis insita in a straight
line. And therefore the first law of motion is universal,
extending to motion begun and carried on by mind as
well as by body; and even suppose the motion not
only begun but carried on by body, not in the way of
pulsion but of trusion or pressure, when that pressure
ceases, the body, says he, will still continue in motion ;
and therefore, according to this philosophy, there is butncients themselves confessed.
